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stand, in the centre, and to be embellished all round
with emblems of his sport. Behind this were spacious
rooms overlooking the little pleasance, which was to be
laid out somewhat in the Italian style, with ornamental
steps, a fountain and jet d'eau, and a broad terrace
hanging over the river, and commanding an extensive
view of perhaps the most beautiful landscape in Scotland.
In these new dominions John received us with pride and
hilarity; and we then walked with him over this pretty
town, lounged away an hour among the ruins of the
Abbey, and closed our perambulation with the Garden,
where Scott had spent some of the happiest of his early
summers, and where he pointed out with sorrowful eyes
the site of the Platantis under which he first read Percy's
Beliques. Eeturning to John's villa, we dined gayly,
al fresco, by the side of his fountain; and after not a
few bumpers to the prosperity of Walton Hall, he
mounted Old Mortality, and escorted us for several miles
on our ride homewards. It was this day that, overflow-
ing with kindly zeal, Scott revived one of the long-for-
gotten projects of their early connection in business, and
offered his services as editor of a Novelists' Library, to
be printed and published for the sole benefit of his host.
The offer was eagerly embraced, and when, two or three
mornings afterwards John returned Sir Walter's visit,
he had put into his hands the MS. of that admirable life
of Fielding, which was followed at brief intervals, as the
arrangements of the projected work required, by others
of Smollett, Eichardson, Defoe, Sterne, Johnson, Gold-
smith, Le Sage, Horace Walpole, Cumberland, Mrs.
Eadcliffe, Charles Johnstone, Clara Eeeve, Charlotte
Smith, and Eobert Bage. The publication of the first
volume of Ballantyne's Novelists' Library did not take
place, however, until February, 1821; and the series
was closed soon after the proprietor's death in the ensu-
ing summer. In spite of the charming prefaces, in which
Scott combines all the graces of his easy narrative with would permit, ' a pleasant
